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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



March, 



The expression of public opinion, of the religious, edu- 
cated and thinking people, has gone on increasing from 
shore to shore in every quarter of the land. The nation 
has practically uttered itself in one great voice. And 
yet these men in the senate set themselves up as wistr 
than all the people, than all the distinguished scholars, 
publicists, jurists and statesmen in the nation at large 
who have examined the treaty and declared it to be an 
ably drawn, wise, safe and thoroughly practicable meas- 
ure. We do not know how much strength the opposition 
will be able to keep up after the fourth of March. We 
do not believe it will be anything like sufficient to defeat 
the treaty, which is certain to gain friends the longer it 
is considered and discussed. Many of the senators who 
have conjured up all sorts of extraordinary objections 
and tried to amend or to talk the measure to death, will 
not care to record their votes against it when the final 
hour comes. There is no harm to be feared from the de- 
lay, in itself. We have never objected and do not now 
object to the most thorough and ample consideration of 
all the details of the convention. Many of the warmest 
friends of the convention in the senate have plead for 
time for proper examination. We do not think there is 
any ground for alarm on the part of the friends of arbi- 
tration, either in this country or Great Britain, as to the 
ultimate fate of the treaty. It is mortifying, of course, 
that it has had to meet the sort of obstacles 
thrown in its way, but it will in the eid come out all the 
stronger and more triumphant therefor. If such a 
calamity as its defeat should occur, even then the cause 
of arbitration will not be in the least put back. It is 
safe to say that the movement for general arbitration has 
never gained in strength so rapidly as in the last two 
months. In due time this increased strength will show 
itself in the United States senate as well as elsewhere. 



THE VENEZUELA TRIBUNAL. 

The Anglo-Venezuelan arbitration treaty, formed on 
the model of the Anglo-American treaty touching the 
subject given in a former number of the Advocate, was 
signed at Washington on the 2d of February by Sir 
Julian Pauncefote and the Venezuelan Minister, Senor 
Jose Andrade. The signing took place in Secretary 
Olney's office between four and five o'clock in the after- 
noon. The British Ambassador was attended by Mr. H. 
O. Bax-Ironside, Secretary of the British Legation ; 
Minister Andrade by Manuel M. Ponto, Jr., secretary of 
legation, and James J. Storrow, the counsel of Venezuela. 

After the two plenipotentiaries had exchanged their 
credentials, and the two printed (in English) copies of 
the treaty had been carefully examined by Mr. Bax- 
Ironside and Mr. Cridler, chief of the Diplomatic Bureau, 
the plenipotentiaries each signed both of the copies, and 
Mr. Cridler affixed their respective seals. The signing 



was done with a magnificent pen which Senor Andrade's 
brother had sent to him from Venezuela for the occasion. 
It was a gold pen, fastened in a holder made from the 
quill of an eagle, bearing midway a gold heart thickly 
encrusted with diamonds. After the signing there was a 
general exchange of congratulations, those given to Sec- 
retary Olney being particularly hearty on account of the 
prominent part which he had taken in bringing about the 
agreement. 

This treaty practically brings to an end a controversy 
which has been going on for three quarters of the cen- 
tury, which involved the State Department of the United 
States in much diplomatic correspondence covering more 
than twenty years, which finally resulted in complete dip- 
lomatic estrangement between Great Britain and Vene- 
zuela, and brought on fourteen months ago the worst war 
fever that has attacked our country since the Alabama 
incident. If such a controversy as this, involving as it 
did a large area of disputed territory claimed with abso- 
lute confidence by both parties and closely touching 
their honor, can be submitted to an arbitration tribunal 
with certainty that a fair and honorable solution will be 
reached, we are unable to see why any question of inter- 
national controversy can reasonably be kept back from 
the jurisdiction of arbitration tribunals. This is the po- 
sition to which all thinking people will rapidly come. 
The idea of reserving a lot of questions as unarbitrable is 
a survival of the arbitrariness of the wild man unwilling 
to have his liberty at all restricted. Civilization is 
getting the better of the wild man, though a good many 
people still retain traces of the forest. 

The treaty signed on the 2nd ult. names the arbitrators 
for the case. They are for Venezuela, Chief Justice 
Fuller and Justice Brewer of the United States Supreme 
Court, for Great Britain, Lord Herschel, formerly Lord 
High Chancellor of England, and Sir Richard Henn 
Collins, a justice of the Queen's bench division of the 
British High Court of Judicature. They are to meet 
within six months from the date of ratification of the 
treaty and choose an umpire for the tribunal. In case 
they fail to select an umpire, King Oscar of Sweden is 
empowered by the treaty to make the selection. 

We shall await with great interest the meeting of this 
distinguished tribunal, the personnel of which is a suffi- 
cient guaranty that if there is a " true divisional line " 
between Venezuela and British Guiana, they will be able 
to find it. 



THE OUTGOING PRESIDENT. 

When this number of the Advocate reaches our read- 
ers, Grover Cleveland will have retired from the presi- 
dency of the United States into private life. We are 
not proposing to write a eulogium on him, or to under- 
take any extended critical analysis of his character and 



